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Objectives of This Presentation:

■ I can describe the importance of language learning 

■ I can explain the proficiency movement and the Seal of Biliteracy

■ I can outline the steps taken by and the next steps for the 

Newburyport  World Language Department



A little overview of the history of 
teaching WL…



The Boston Globe 
reported on
growing need for 
biliterate citizenry in 
MA based on New 
American Economy 
Report.

(3/13/17)



The Language Educator 
(ACTFL) Aug/Sept 2019 



High Future Demand on National Level



A little background…







ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines Now 
Aligned with Workplace Responsibilities



Two Tests to Assess Proficiency Since 2007

STAMP Test:  Standards-

Based Measurement of 

Proficiency

AAPPL Test:  ACTFL Assessment 

of Performance Toward 

Proficiency in Languages



California in 2010



www.sealofbiliteracy.org:  36 states and DC 
with State Seal of Biliteracy Process  by 2019  

http://www.sealofbiliteracy.org/


MA Language Opportunity for Our Kids 
(LOOK Act) signed into law by Governor 
Baker on November 22, 2017



LOOK Act = Passed Through Cooperation of 
Leaders of Professional Organizations for 
World Language, English Learners and Dual 
Language



Language Opportunity Coalition
www.sealofbiliteracyma.org

http://www.sealofbiliteracyma.org/


http://www.doe.mass.edu/ell/biliteracy/

http://www.doe.mass.edu/ell/biliteracy/


ACTFL Proposed Targets/hours of instruction

Contact Hours Proficiency Level (for 

80% of students)

150 Novice  High

(+150)       300 Intermediate Low

(+150)       450 Intermediate Mid 

(weak)

(+150)       600 Intermediate Mid 

(strong)

(+150)       750 Intermediate High

(+150)       900 Advanced Low

*Greg Duncan, ACTFL Consultant



Almost 1,200 DESE Seals and Seals with 
Distinction were awarded in 2018-19 with 
another 500 LOC Biliteracy Attainment 
Awards



82 Districts Across MA Reported Seal of 
Biliteracy Data in June, 2019



Amazing Statewide Results of Seal of 
Biliteracy and LOOK Act:

■ Collaboration of EL, DL and WL programs in districts to produce and 

reward biliteracy

■ Filling of WL Coordinator position in DESE for the first time since 

1990’s

– Andy McDonie in Office of Language Acquisition since May, 2019

■ DESE slated the WL Framework to be rewritten by 2021 (current 

version is from 1999)

■ State-wide discussion about proficiency development



How Does a District Participate in the Seal 
of Biliteracy? District Registers with DESE!

And Plan for Proficiency:

■ Collaborate, coordinate and align expectations, procedures, teaching 

and assessment

■ Set proficiency targets

■ Set communicative learning objectives for units

■ Determine evidence in terms of performances

■ Plan learning experiences in thematic units



How is Newburyport WL Progressing in 
Its Shift to Proficiency?



I’ve completed two Departmental “Needs 
Assessments” based on work completed 
and faculty surveys and observations



The WL Department and I have been 
orienting to and practicing the use of 
ACTFL’s new 6 Core Practices:



Results of our Work together in the 
Spring of 2019:

■ Departmental leadership position created to oversee middle and high 

school collaboration and work:  Alden Metz

■ Mission Statement and 5-Year Goals established

■ Parity of German programming with Spanish and very strong 

interest/numbers in German in middle and high school

■ WL teachers collaborated in summer curriculum writing



How Did I Meet My Objectives for This 
Presentation?

■ I can describe the importance of language learning 

■ I can explain the proficiency movement and the Seal of Biliteracy

■ I can outline the steps taken by and the next steps for the 

Newburyport  World Language Department


